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STIMULUS-BASED MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

The multiple-choice section will contain a number of sets of questions, with between two and five 

questions per set, that ask students to respond to stimulus material: a primary or secondary source, 

including texts, images, charts, graphs, maps, etc. This stimulus material will reflect the types of 

evidence that historians use in their research on the past. The set of multiple-choice questions about the 

material will draw upon knowledge required by the curriculum framework, and each question will 

address one of the learning objectives for the course. Multiple-choice questions will assess students’ 

ability to reason about the stimulus material in tandem with their knowledge of the historical issue at 

hand. The possible answers for a multiple-choice question will reflect the level of detail present in the 

required historical developments found in the concept outline for the course. 

Sample MCQs 

Questions 1–3 refer to the excerpt below.  

“Be it enacted ... That after the five and twentieth day of March, 1698, no goods or 

merchandizes whatsoever shall be imported into, or exported out of, any colony or plantation to 

his Majesty, in Asia, Africa, or America ... in any ship or bottom, but what is or shall be of the 

built of England, Ireland, or the said colonies or plantations ... and navigated with the masters 

and three fourths of the mariners of the said places only ... under pain of forfeiture of ships and 

goods.”  

— English Parliament, Navigation Act, 1696  

 

1. The excerpt most directly reflects which of the following goals for England’s North American colonies?  

A. Developing them as a producer of manufactured goods  

B. Aiding them in developing trade with other European nations  

C. Integrating them into a coherent imperial structure based on mercantilism  

D. Protecting them from American Indian attacks 

2. One direct long-term effect of the Navigation Act was that it  

A. promoted commercial treaties with Spain and France throughout the 1700s  

B. contributed to the rise of opposition that ultimately fostered the independence movement  

C. encouraged colonists in North America to expand trade agreements with American Indians  

D. led to the imposition of heavy taxes on the North American colonists in the early 1700s 

3. The goals presented in the excerpt from the act have the most in common with which of the 

following?  

A. Increases in the federal tariff in the 1820s  

B. Progressive Era antitrust reforms in the 1900s  

C. Free-trade policies in the 1990s  

D. Federal tax reductions in the 2000s 
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SHORT-ANSWER QUESTIONS  

Short-answer questions will directly address one or more of the thematic learning objectives for the 

course. All of the short-answer questions will require students to use historical thinking skills to respond 

to a primary source, a historian’s argument, nontextual sources such as data or maps, or general 

propositions about U.S. history. Each question will ask students to identify and analyze examples of 

historical evidence relevant to the source or question; these examples can be drawn from the concept 

outline or from other examples explored during classroom instruction. 

Sample SAQs 

1. Answer a, b, and c.  

A. Briefly explain why ONE of the following options most clearly marks the beginning of the 

sectional crisis that led to the outbreak of the Civil War.  

 Northwest Ordinance (1787)  

 Missouri Compromise (1820) 

 Acquisition of Mexican territory (1848)  

B. Provide an example of an event or development to support your explanation.  

C. Briefly explain why one of the other options is not as useful to mark the beginning of the 

sectional crisis. 

 

2. Using the 1883 image below, answer a, b, and c.  

A. Briefly explain the point of view about the economy expressed by the artist.  

B. Briefly explain ONE development in the period 1865 to 1910 that could be used to support the 

point of view expressed by the artist.  

C. Briefly explain ONE development in the period 1865 to 1910 that could be used to challenge the 

point of view expressed by the artist. 
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