
Period 3.2- The 
Articles of 
Confederation 
#EPICFAILURE #OHNO



Big Picture 

 1. How and why was the Articles of Confederation a Failure?

 2. What Successes were there from the Articles of Confederation?

 3. What conflicts and Compromises where there at the Constitutional 
Convention? 

 4. What Precedents did the Administrations of Washington and Adams set for 
the United States? 

 5. How does slavery expand during these administrations? 



Review 

 Enlightenment and the Revolution:
 John Locke and Thomas Jefferson – Natural Rights. 
 Republicanism and Civic Virtue 

 Push for egalitarianism (equality for all) 
 Woman- Abigail Adams- “Remember the Ladies” 
 Penn Gradual Abolition Law (1780)- Importation illegal and children will be free 

regardless of who they are born to (Tallmadge Amendment- 1820)
 **Model for other Northern states***

 Declaration of Independence and Revolution influence others
 French, Hattian 



State Constitutions and Articles 

 Politics of State Constitutions:
 Power placed in the hands of the legislative branch- Feared the all powerful king 

like government 
 Fearful of STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS- advocated for stronger state 

governments.  
 Fear of MOBOCRACY- government ran by the poor uneducated masses

 Required property ownership and citizenship for voting  



Articles of Confederation 

 Fear of a Strong Central Government led to the creation of a weak national 
government and stronger state governments. 
 The Federal Government could: Make Treaties, Declare War, Raise an Army.  

 Trade: Done by the Individual States: 
 Imports: Tariffs made by each state with different countries on different goods, 

competition.
 Tariffs on goods from other states- had high tariffs 

 Finances: although the Federal Government could coin money (to pay 
international debts) most states printed their own money 
 Leads to Inflation 
 High debt= high taxes

 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COULD NOT COLLECT TAXES!!!!!!!!!!



Foreign Relations 

 Britain- Made life though for the Americans,
 Needed to evacuate their forts in the Ohio River Valley –Did not do it
 Make trading very difficult- stealing ships, refusing treaties (US gov. 

cannot help)

 Spain- Cut off the Mississippi River to The Americans
 Both Suppling Natives with Weapons

 Cause of the War of 1812 

 France- Wanted repayment of debt



Successes of the Articles 

 Land Transfer-1881 
 Westward lands given up 

and it will be used for 
public benefit.  

 Land Ordinance 1885-
 Each township was spilt 

between 6 x 6, 16th used 
for public education 

 Northwest Ordinance 1887
 Sets up how a territory 

will become a state.  



Shays Rebellion= Mobocracy 

 Massachusetts's farmers were being forced to pay high 
revolutionary war taxes to pay off their massive war debt. 

 Farming, which was not profitable, mainly because they could not 
trade with Brittan, meant they could not pay taxes, leading to 
confiscating the land and farmers placed in jail. 

 Daniel Shays- put together a militia and closed down the court 
system.  

 SHOWS THE NEED FOR A STRONG NATIONAL GOVERNMNET 



The Constitutional Convention and Compromises 

 56 Delegates meet in Philadelphia to revise the Articles. 

 Begin discussions on the idea of Federalism and Separation of Powers 
 All three levels of government working together sharing powers and 

responsibilities for the people 

 Compromises: The Great Compromise (Connecticut) 
 Combined the VA Plan (Large State) and NJ Plan (small States) 
 Created a Bi-camerial legislature

 Census will be taken every 10 years for proportional representation 

 3/5 Compromise:
 Out of every 5 slaves 3 would count for representation 

 Slave trade- will end in 1808 

 Electoral College- 1/2 of 1/3 directly elected by the people 
 Did not trust the People 





Ratification 

 Federalist vs Anti-Federalists-Factions 



 Federalist Papers- Argued for ratification 
 James Madison #10- Factions will destroy the Union and to curb factions the 

government needs to be strong****

• Federalist= For ratification , 
• James Madison, Alexander 

Hamilton
• Pass it as is 

• Anti-Federalist- Against 
ratification

• Samuel Adams, John Adams, 
Patrick Henry 

• Wanted a BILL OF RIGHTS 



Goals of the Founding Fathers 

1. Unions survives as a republic 

2. Government that was self-limiting (Checks and Balances 
based on the consent of the governed (republicanism) 

3. Strong Central Government that can regulate trade and 
commerce 

4. Protects against mobocracy

School House rock  



Bill of Rights 



George Washington's Presidency 

 Washington is the First and Only President to be 
Unanimously Elected

 Begins by establishing The Cabinet.  
 Primary goal, help the President make important executive 

decisions
 Sec. of State- Jefferson 
 Sec. of Treasury- Hamilton 
 Sec. of War- Knox

 The Judicial Branch
 Judiciary Act-1789- Sets up the Judicial Branch.
 Supreme Court- Checks and Balences



Hamilton's Financial Plan 

1. Government will pay off National debt at 100% 
at par (full plus interest) 

2. Federal Government will pay off the State 
Debts (Loyalty) 
 South only agreed because Federal district 

move South

3. Tariff (1789)- 8% (tax on imports/exports)  

4. Excise Tax ****- Luxury Goods –whiskey tax 

5. National Bank****
 Print Money, Crush Inflation.  

 http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2
012/11/the-long-story-of-us-debt-from-1790-to-
2011-in-1-little-chart/265185/



Jefferson vs Hamilton
First Political Parties  

 Jeffersonian-Democratic-
Republicans 

 Strong States 

 Pro French 

 Aquarian Society 

 Strict Construction 

 Anti Bank 

 Federalist 
 Strong National Gov

 Pro-British 

 Pro Industry 

 Loose Construction- Implied 
Powers (necessary and Proper 
Clause) 

 Pro Bank 



Whiskey Rebellion 

 The Excise tax (Whiskey) Hurt the western Pennsylvania Farmers
 Used extra grain to turn into whiskey and used as currency. 

 Sledge Hammer vs the Gnat

 Proved a Strong Executive is Good***********
 Washington lead the troops for a little while.



The French Revolution 



Foreign Policy 

 Neutrality Proclamation 1793****** Precedent******
 Promises Neutrality in war between France and Brittan provides some 

aid to France 
 Brits impress our soldiers and supply Natives 

 Battle of Fallen Timbers-
 Little Turtle and the Miami Confederacy loose to Mad Anthony Wayne.

 Leads to Treaty of Greenville 1795
 Americans get land and right to hunt for 20,000 up front and 9,000 a 

year. 

 Pinckney's Treaty 1796 (Spain) 
 Free Negotiation of the Mississippi 
 Right to Deposit in New Orleans 
 Part of Western Florida.  



Continued 

 Jays Treaty- 1794
 Washington sends John Jay to England to discuss the 

ending of Impressments and removal of troops from the 
West.  
 Brits promise to evacuate the frontier (they don’t)
 Brits Promise to repay the damages to ships (they Don’t) 
 Americans Pay back the pre-revolutionary war debt and 

gain “most favored nation status”

 HUGHLY UNPOPULAR***** 
 One of the only mistakes Washington Made.  



***Washington Farewell Address***
1796

 After 8 years (2 terms), Washington decides the is going to step away.
 **Sets up Precedent of 2 terms*** (not official until 22 amendment 1951) 

 His farewell address becomes one of the Greatest Warnings in the History of 
the US.  
 Warns against Permanent Alliances. (Treaty of Alliance)
 Warns against Political Parties. 



In his address Washington:

 Extolls the benefits of the federal government. “The unity of government…is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence…of
your tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly prize.”

 Warns against the party system. “It serves to distract the Public Councils, and enfeeble the Public Administration….agitates the
Community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the animosity of one….against another….it opens the door to foreign 
influence and corruption…thus the policy and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.”

 Stresses the importance of religion and morality. “Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious 
obligation desert the oaths, which are the instruments of investigation in Courts of Justice?”

 On stable public credit. “…cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible…avoiding likewise 
the accumulation of debt….it is essential that you…bear in mind, that towards the payments of debts there must be Revenue, that to 
have Revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised, which are not…inconvenient and unpleasant…”

 Warns against permanent foreign alliances. “It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign 
world…”

 On an over-powerful military establishment. “…avoid the necessity of those overgrown military establishments, which, under any form 
of government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to Republican Liberty.”

 In saying farewell to the new nation he helped create George Washington pointed out that “…….the name of American, which 
belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism…”

 To the great soldier, statesman and leader of his country…no tribute could be more fitting.



John Adams
1796-1800

 Defeats Thomas Jefferson in the election of 1796: 71 to 68
 Jefferson Become VP
 Inherits problems with France  
 Party Lines create Loyal opposition (party not in power keeps close eye on 

other) 

 XYZ Affair-1797 
 John Marshall and 2 others go to France to discuss stop of seizure of ships
 They Run into 3 agent (XYZ) who want 250,000 dollars each
 Marshal Becomes a hero because he refuses
 **Leads to the Quasi War**



Quasi War

 Undeclared War with France 

 Creates the Department of the Navy 

 Fighting done at sea and in the West Indies.  

 Effects-

 International-
 Convention to 1800- Nullifies Treaty of Alliance 

 Domestically-
 French Refugees side with the JDR’s as they come into the US
 Begin to talk badly of John Adams through the papers.  



Alien and Sedition Act

 Alien Laws-1798 (Never Enforced) 
 They could be deported if deemed dangerous by Presidents. 
 Federalist raised naturalization requirements from 5 to 14.  

 Sedition Act-1799 
 Anyone who talked badly about the President would be imprisoned.  
 Supreme Court did not declare it unconstitutional 
 Expirers in 1801 

Hurts Adams as a President. 









Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions 

 Written by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison calls for Nullification of the 
Alien and Sedition Acts 

 Nullification- Cancellation of a law
 THE STATES WILL NOT FOLLOW THE LAW!!!!

 The states need to protect the people from a tyrannical Federal Government 
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