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What does the AP Exam Look like? 

Section Questions 
Type 

Number of 
Questions

Timing Percentage of 
Total Exam 
Score

1. A: Multiple 
Choice 

55 Questions 55 Minuets 40%

B: Short 
Answer

4 Questions 50 Minuets 20%

2. A: Document
Based 
Question 
(DBQ)

1 Question 55 Minuets 25%

B: Long Essay 1 Question
(Choice from 
2) 

35 Minuets 15%



How will you be graded on the 
Exam? 
 Students achievement of the Thematic learning objectives
 Students achievement of the Historical Thinking skills 
 Students understanding of all nine periods of U.S History.  



Time Periods

Period Date Ranges Approximate Percentage of
AP Exam

1 1491-1607 5%
2 1607-1754 10%
3 1754-1800 12%
4 1800-1848 10%
5 1844-1877 13%
6 1865- 1898 13%
7 1890-1945 17%
8 1945-1980 15%
9 1980-Present 5%



Historical Thinking Skills

Skill Type Historical Thinking Skill
I. Chronological Reasoning 1. Historical Causation 

2. Patterns of Continuity and Change 
over Time
3. Periodization 

II. Comparison and Contextualization 4.Comparison 
5.Contextualization 

III. Crafting Historical Arguments from 
Historical Evidence

6. Historical Argumentation 
7. Appropriate use of Relevant 
Historical Evidence 

IV. Historical Interpretation and 
Synthesis 

8. Interpretation 
9. Synthesis



Historical Causation

 Analyze, evaluate, identify the relationships between multiple 
causes and effects distinguishing between short and long term 

 Example: Civil War- Causes (short and Long term), Effects (short and 
long term) 



Patterns of Continuity and Change 
Over Time

 If a questions asks about this skills, you need to identify BOTH!!!! YOU 
WILL NOT GET CREDIT IF YOU ONLY USE ONE!!!

 Continuity- consistence/ does not change over time.  
 For example: Immigration restrictions: continuity

 Treatment of Blacks: Slavery to Freedom to Jim Crow to Civil Rights.  

 Skill also focuses on individuals that make a difference for Change 
or Continuity. 



Periodization

 Why textbooks organize Sections the way they do.  
 Need to be able to identify turning points that lead to a new period 

in History. 
 1607-1754 – Changing of relations ship between the British and Colonist

 1783-1787- Critical Period why? 

 Identify your own turning point dates that may not fall in to how the 
textbook organizes them.  



Comparison 

 Compare historical developments across place, time, or societies (or 
focus within one society) 

 Example: How similar and how different where the ideals of 
American Expansion during the 19th century?

 Compare the impact of migration during the 1890’s and 1920’s.  



Contextualization

 Connecting historical events to specific circumstances of time and 
place to broader scope of region, national, or global.  

 For example: How does the history of a particular group, region, or 
era fit into the larger story of the development of American History?

 What light so the Lincoln Douglas debates shed on Lincoln’s views 
on slavery and race.



Historical Argumentation

 This is your Thesis statement!!!!  

 How has a historical argument been developed and what is the 
evidence that supports that argument.  

 NEED TO ANSWER THE QUESTION AND PROVE YOUR THESIS!!!!



Appropriate use of Relevant 
Historical Evidence 

 Analyze the purpose, intended audience, point of view, format, 
limitations, and context to historical evidence.  

 Usually done through a DBQ or the short answer questions



Interpretation

 Analyze the evidence, reasoning, determining the context found in 
Primary sources and secondary sources.  

 Analyze the perspectives of historians and how that influenced the 
development of their interpretation of history.  

 Describe and evaluate the historical interpretations.  



Synthesis

 Create your own perspective using the primary/ secondary sources.  

 Proving the historian wrong.  

 Example: How did the role of religion in American society and 
culture change between 1800-1840?  What explains the changes 
you noticed?  



Themes in APUSH!!!

 Identity
 Work, exchange, and technology 
 Peopling 
 Politics and Power 
 America in the World 
 Environment and Geography 
 Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture 



Identity 

 Focuses on the formation of American ID and various group ID’s.  

 How/why has American Identity changed over time? 
 How have gender, class, ethnic, religious, and other group ID’s 

changes in different eras? 



Work, Exchange and Technology

 Focuses on development of economies based on agriculture, 
commerce, and manufacturing.  

 How have different economic and labor systems technology 
development and government policies shape American society.  



Peopling

 How and why various people who moved to, from, and within the 
US and how did they adapt to their new social and physical 
environments.  

 Why have people migrated to, from, and within the US?
 How have migration and population patterns affected American 

Life?  



Politics and Power 

 Examining the ongoing debates over the role of the state in society 
and its potential as an active agent for change. 

 How have different political and social groups competed for 
influence over society and government what would become the 
United States?

 How have Americans agreed or disagreed over the values that 
guide the political systems as well as who is a part of the political 
process 



American and the World

 Focuses on the global context in which the United States originated 
and developed as well as the influence of the US on World Affairs.  

 How have events in North America and the US related to 
contemporary developments in the rest of the world 

 How have different factors influence US military, diplomatic, and 
economic involvement in international affairs and foreign conflicts 
both in North American and overseas.  



Environment and Geography 

 Analyze the role of environment geography and climate in shaping 
the human actions that help develop the United States 

 How did interaction with the environment shape the institutions and 
values of various groups living on the North American Continent 

 How did the economic and demographic changes affect the 
environment and lead to debates over the use and control of the 
environment and natural resources.  



Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture 

 How and why have moral and cultural values changed in the 
United States 



The Exam: AKA 
EASY!!!!

 The Multiple Choice:  
 Just like the Florida EOC.  You 

will be presented a Stimulus, 
followed by 3-5 questions

 Short Answer: 
 Also just like the Florida EOC, 

you will get a stimulus followed 
by 3 questions.  

 Usually it will include both 
themes or historical thinking 
skills.  



The Long Essay & DBQ 
 Long Essay: Will usually deal with a 

point of view, or interpretation that 
you will need to agree with or 
disagree with.  It will usually contain 
one or two of the historical thinking 
skills.  

 DBQ: Similar to the Long Essay, but it 
involves document analyses.  

 EX. Compare and Contrast views of 
United States overseas expansion in 
the late 19th century and early 20th

century.  Explain how 
understandings of National identity 
at the time shaped these view 
points.  



To get a 5!!!

 39/55 multiple choice correct 
 7.5 / 12 on Short Answer 
 5/7 on DBQ
 4.5/6 on LEQ 

 WOW THAT IS EASY!!!!!  
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