
America Secedes from the Empire 

Chapter 8  



Second Continental Congress 

• 10 May 1775 

 

• All 13 colonies represented 

 

• Colonists hope that continued fighting will 
convince British that they are serious 

 

• Hope for the best, prepare for the worst 

• Second Continental Congress approves measure 
to raise money and create and army and navy 



Congress Drafts Washington 

• At the SCC, George 
Washington was 
selected to head the 
“army” at Boston 

 

• VA planter, tall, never 
risen above rank of 
colonel in militia 

 

• Not a military genius 

• Lost more battles than he 
won 

 

 



Why Washington? 

• Leadership 

 

• Strength of 
character 

 

• Trusted 

 

• Was the choice 
political? 



Bunker Hill 

 

•  Occurred on Breeds Hill on June 17, 1775. 
 

•  The Patriots were short on gunpowder and were 
warned, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their 
eyes!” 
 

•  The British won the battle, but lost over 1,000 
troops. 
 

•  This battle showed Britain that the Patriots 
would not be an easy enemy. 

 



http://www.oldgloryprints.com/Bunker Hill.htm


Olive Branch Petition 

• July 1775 

 

• Continental Congress 
adopts the Olive Branch 
Petition, professing 
loyalty to the crown and 
begging for an end to 
hostilities 

 

• King George III rejects 
after Bunker Hill; August 
1775 declares the 
colonies in rebellion 

• You think???? 

 

 



Bring in the Hessians!!! 

• King George III arranges for the hiring of 
thousands of German soldiers to put down 
rebellious colonists 

 

• Most come from German principality of 
Hesse (Hessians) 

 

• Good soldiers, but more interested in riches 
than duty. 

• Why? 



Abortive Conquest of Canada 

• Fall 1775 – Americans 
launch two prong 
assault of Canada 

 

• Hope: French will join 
American forces and 
Britain will lose a base 
of attack 

 

• End of defensive war 
strategy   



Abortive Conquest of Canada 

• Invasion led by 
Generals Benedict 
Arnold and Richard 
Montgomery 

 

• Winter 1775 – 
Assault on Quebec 
fails 

• Montgomery dies 

• Arnold injures leg 
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T(homas) Paine Preaches Common Sense 

• 1776 – Thomas Paine publishes 
Common Sense; one of the most 
influential pamphlets ever written 

 

• Why should a tiny island (Britain) 
control the continent of North America? 

 

• Directly blamed King George III for 
colonial suffering   

 

 



Paine and Republicanism 

• Paine called for 
immediate 
independence and the 
creation of a republic 

 

• In a republic, political 
power is held in the 
hands of the people 

 

• Colonists receptive to 
Paine’s message (Esp. 
New England) 

 

 



Paine and Republicanism 

• Absence of 
hereditary 
aristocracy 

 

• Civic virtue 

 

• Not everyone 
agrees… 



Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence 

• 2 July 1776 – motion adopted by 
Congress declaring the independence 
of the colonies 

 

• John Adams and July 2nd 

 

• Thomas Jefferson heads a committee 
to prepare a more formal statement 
and explanation 



Jefferson and the DOI 

• DOI formally 
approved by 
Congress on 4 July 
1776 

 

• “Natural rights” 

 

• List of grievances 
against King George 
III 



Parts of the Declaration… 

Natural Rights 
“All men are 

created 
equal” 

“Life, liberty, 
and the 

pursuit of 
happiness” 

British 
Wrongs 

Sending 
troops to the 

colonies 

Taxing 
without the 
consent of 
the people 

Independence 
All political 
ties with 

Britain cut 

United States 
of America 
established 



Jefferson… 

• “all men are created 
equal” 

 

 

• Slave owner???? 

 

• Sally Hemings??? 

 

 



D.O.I: Significance 

• Better chance at foreign aid 

 

• Patriots now rebels  

 

• Source of inspiration to other 
revolutionary movements 







Patriots and Loyalists 

Colonials loyal to 
the king 

(Loyalists) 

“Tories” 

American rebels 
(Patriots) 

“Whigs” 



Patriots and Loyalists 

• American Revolution as a minority 
movement 

 

• The colonial militia and “political education” 

 

• Loyalists = around 16% of the population  

• Older people, beneficiaries of the crown, 
Anglican, aristocratic, fewest in NE 



The Loyalist Exodus 

Before DOI, persecution of Loyalists was mild 

 

After DOI, treatment of Loyalists ramps up, 
but no “reign of terror” 

 

About 80,000 Loyalists leave 

 Estates confiscated, sold 

 

Spies??????? Stirring up Indians?????? 

 

 



America Secedes from the Empire 

Chapter 8 (pt. 2) 



General Washington at Bay 

• British evacuate Boston in 
March 1776; turn focus to 
New York 

 

• New York – Loyalist 
stronghold, seaport 
(navy) 

 

• 500 ships / 35,000 men 
arrive in NY in July 1776 

 

• American force = 18,000 



Bad News… 

• Battle of Long Island 

 

• Washington and his 
men escape to 
Manhattan Island 

 

• Washington in retreat 

• British general William 
Howe does not crush the 
force 

• Wants to avoid a winter 
campaign; Bunker Hill on 
mind 



“The Brilliant Stroke” 

• 26 December 1776 

 

• Washington and his 
men re-cross the 
Delaware River hoping 
to surprise Hessian 
force. 

 

• 1,000 Hessians 
captured 

 

• Victories at Trenton, 
Princeton 

 

 



 



Burgoyne’s Blundering Invasion 

• 1777 – British seek to capture Hudson River 
Valley in an effort to isolate New England 

 

• Benedict Arnold able to hold off British until 
winter; British retreat to Canada for winter 

 

• Burgoyne begins invasion (starts in 
Montreal) and moves VERY SLOWLY 

 

• General Howe marches toward Philadelphia 

 

 



Valley Forge 

• Washington and his 
men retire to winter 
quarters at Valley 
Forge 

 

• Coming of age for 
American army 
(rabble to 
professionals) 

• Baron von Steuben 

 

 

 

 

 



Battle of Saratoga (1777) 

• Burgoyne defeated 
by Horatio Gates 

 

• Forced to surrender 
his entire army 

 

• Significance: 
Revived the colonial 
cause; made 
possible foreign aid 
from France 



Revolution in Diplomacy? 

• Remember the French? 

 

• Americans wanted to have relationship 
with France (with strings attached) 

 

• No political connection 

• No military connection 

• Only a COMMERCIAL connection 

 

 



Revolution in Diplomacy? 

• Benjamin Franklin given the task of negotiating a 
treaty with France 

 

• Franklin’s new approach… 

 

• February 1778 – French offer America a treaty of 
alliance, accepted 

 

• Significance: Official recognition of American 
independence, significant military support, growth 
of conflict into world war 

 

 



The War Widens 

• 1778 – French go to 
war with Britain 

 

• 1779 – Spanish go to 
war with Britain 

 

• French played a HUGE 
role in American victory 

 

• Provided guns, ammo, 
money, soldiers, 
navy,etc.  

 

 



Blow and Counterblow 

• Summer 1780 – 6,000 French troops 
arrive in RI 

 

• American morale takes a hit… 

 

• New strategy for British: Southern 
Pacification 



Southern Pacification 

• British turn shift focus to Loyalist 
strongholds in the South; Cornwallis in 
charge 

 

• Losses: Georgia and Charleston, SC 

 

• Battles in the Carolinas 

 

• Patriot wins: King’s Mountain, Cowpens 

 

 





Yorktown 

• 1780-81: 
Government debt 
(bonds), increased 
desertion, mutiny 

 

• French navy joins 
American forces in 
assault on 
Cornwallis at 
Yorktown 



Yorktown 

• With back to the 
sea, Cornwallis is 
cornered by French 
navy and American 
army 

 

• Surrender: 19 
October 1781 

 

• Fighting continues 
for another year 



Peace at Paris 

• Lord North’s ministry replaced by one 
more sympathetic to America 

 

• Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and 
John Jay sent to negotiate terms of 
treaty 

 

• France wants it’s share!!! 



Peace at Paris 

 

 

• 1783 

• Recognized independence of America 

• New territory (MS, Great Lakes, FL) 

• No Loyalist persecution 

 



A New Nation Legitimized 

• British wanted to salvage relationship 
with Americans SOMEWHAT 

 

• The British WILL BE BACK 

 

• French decline 

 

• America prospers 


