
Famous 
Psychologists/Names











Wilhelm Wundt

Founding father of psychology. 
Established the experimental 
branch of psychology. Helped 
develop Structuralism.

This theory focused on three 
things: (1) the individual elements 
of consciousness, (2) how they 
organized into more complex 
experiences, and (3) how these 
mental phenomena correlated 
with physical events. 



Places of Study

University of Vienna
• Established in 1365

• Third oldest university in 
central Europe and its the 
oldest German speaking 

university

University of Leipzig
• Established in 1409

• During World War II,  60% of 
the universities building were 

destroyed

• The university is ranked 2nd in 
Germany



Places of Study (continue)

University of Würzburg 
• Established in 1402, although it was closed shortly after because of 

a lack of financial stability. Later reopened in 1582.

• After World War II, Bavaria spent millions of marks rebuilding the 
university which was almost completely destroyed from artillery fire 

and air raids.



Edward Titchener

• Edward Bradford 
Titchener was a British 
psychologist who studied 
under Wilhelm Wundt for 
several years. 

• Titchener is best known for 
creating his version of 
psychology that described 
the structure of the mind: 
structuralism







G. Stanley Hall

• American 
psychologist who 
opened the first 
psychology lab in 
America- "Father 
of Adolescence" 
studied the 
psychological 
development of 
children



Places of Study (continue)





Mary Ainsworth

Known for her work 
in early emotional 
attachment with 
"The Strange 
Situation" as well 
as her work in the 
development of 
Attachment 
Theory 





Karl Ludwig Bühler

• Karl Ludwig Bühler 
was a German 
psychologist and 
linguist. In psychology 
he is known for his 
work in gestalt 
psychology, and he 
was one of the 
founders of the 
Würzburg tradition of 
Psychology



• The original famous phrase 
of Gestalt psychologist Kurt 
Koffka, "the whole is 
something 
else than the sum of its 
parts" is often incorrectly 
translated as "Thewhole is 
greater than the sum of its 
parts", and thus used when 
explaining gestalt theory, 
and further incorrectly 
applied to systems theory.



Sigmund Freud

• Father of 
psychoanalysis, and is 
generally recognized as 
one of the most influential 
and authoritative thinkers 
of the twentieth century. 

• Unconscious Mind

• Free Association

• Fixation

• Transference

• Dreams

• Hypnosis



Karen Horney

NeoFreudian that 
believed that there 
was an inner conflict 
but did not agree with 
the penis envy 
[womb envy she 
identified] and women 
having less of an 
ability to suppress 
their urges. 



Alfred Adler

• Among Adler’s chief 
contributions are the 
importance of birth 
order in the formation 
of personality, the 
impact of neglect or 
pampering on child 
development 

• Inferiority Complex



Carl Jung

• Swiss psychiatrist and 
founder of analytical 
psychology. 

• Believed that the 
personality formed 
from a collective 
unconscious 
involving archetypes
that all humans have.



John B. Watson

Established the 
psychological school 
of behaviorism, after 
doing research on 
animal behavior. He 
also conducted the 
controversial "Little 
Albert" experiment.



Baby Albert

A case study showing 
empirical evidence of 
classical conditioning 
in humans. This study 
was also an example 
of stimulus 
generalization. It was 
conducted in 1920 by 
John B. Watson 
along with his 
assistant Rosie 
Rayner. 



Ivan Pavlov

• Famous Russian 
scientist that discovered 
that a behavior can be 
conditioned. 

• Classical conditioning

• Dog->food->salivate

• Dog->food + bell->salivate

• Dog->bell->salivate



Albert Ellis

• Albert Ellis is an American cognitive 
behavioral therapist who developed Rational 
Emotive Behavioral Therapy (REBT). 

• REBT- premise is that events alone do not 
cause a person to feel depressed, enraged, or 
highly anxious. Rather, it is one’s beliefs about 
the events which contributes to unhealthy 
feelings and self defeating behaviors. 



B.F. Skinner

• One of the most 
influential of American 
psychologists. A 
behaviorist, he 
developed the theory 
of operant 
conditioning. 



Konrad Lorenz

• Lorenz demonstrated 
how incubator-hatched 
geese would imprint on 
the first suitable moving 
stimulus they saw within 
what he called a "critical 
period" between 13–16 
hours shortly after 
hatching. Most notably, 
the goslings would 
imprint on Lorenz 
himself (more specifically, 
on his wading boots) 



Harry Harlow

• Best known for his 
studies on affection 
and development 
using rhesus 
monkeys and 
surrogate wire or 
terrycloth mothers. 



Solomon Asch

• He became famous in 
the 1950s, following 
experiments which 
showed that social 
pressure 
(Conformity) can 
make a person say 
something that is 
obviously incorrect.



Carl Rogers

Instrumental in the 
development of non-
directive 
psychotherapy, 
which he initially 
termed Client-
centered therapy 
and he is known as 
the father of client-
centered therapy. 



Mamie Phipps Clark

• Mamie Phipps Clark 
was an American 
social psychologist 
who, along with her 
husband Kenneth 
Clark, focused on the 
development of self-
consciousness in 
black preschool 
children.



Phillip Zimbardo

• He is known for his 
Stanford prison study
and authorship of various 
introductory psychology 
books and textbooks for 
college students, 
including The Lucifer 
Effect and The Time 
Paradox. 

• Role playing and attitude 
change. Social 
Psychology.



Herman Rorschach

• Famous for the 
projective tests 
called Ink blots that 
reveled people’s 
unconscious 
personality. (TAT’s are 
the other projective 
tests) 



Stanley Milgram

• Obedience study 
involving the subject 
to give shocks to the 
incorrect answers on 
a given test.

• Social psychology



Mary Cover Jones

Her study of  a fear of rabbits, 
which she conducted at the , 
Columbia University Teachers’ 
College on a three-year-old 
named Peter, is her most often 
cited work. Jones treated 
Peter’s fear of a white rabbit by 
“direct conditioning,” in which 
a pleasant stimulus (food) was 
associated with the rabbit. As 
the rabbit was gradually brought 
closer to him in the presence of 
his favorite food, Peter grew 
more tolerant, and was able to 
touch it without fear.



Abraham Maslow

One of the founders 
of humanistic 
psychology and is 
often best recognized 
for developing the 
theory of human 
motivation now known 
as Maslow's 
Hierarchy of Needs. 



Hermann Ebbinghaus

A German psychologist 
who pioneered the 
experimental study of 
memory, and is known for 
his discovery of the 
forgetting curve and the 
spacing effect. He was 
also the first person to 
describe the learning 
curve. 

Came up with Nonsense 
words to see if people 
could learn new words.  



Francis Galton

• Known for discovering 
standard deviation, 
correlation, and other 
statistical concepts.

• Saw the correlation 
between people’s 
head size and 
intelligence. (among 
other traits)



Benjamin Lee Whorf

• American Linguist 
that made the 
hypothesis that 
language influences 
thought. 



Albert Bandura

Observational 
learning, or 
modeling



William Herbert Sheldon

Through the use of 
many photographs 
and measurements of 
nude figures, Sheldon 
assigned people into 
three categories of 
body types in the 
1940s: 
endomorphic, 
mesomorphic, and 
ectomorphic.



Lawrence Kohlberg

The theory holds that 
moral reasoning, the 
basis for ethical 
behavior, has six 
identifiable 
developmental 
stages, each more 
adequate at 
responding to moral 
dilemmas than its 
predecessor. 



Jean Piaget

• Studied children, 
watching children and 
in the area of 
developmental 
psychology. 

• Developed the 
psychosocial stages 
of development

• Also, 
accommodation and 
assimilation 



Erik Erikson

• Developmental 
psychologist and 
psychoanalyst known 
for his theory on 
social development of 
human beings, and 
for coining the phrase 
identity crisis. 



Carol Gilligan

• Best known for her work 
with and against 
Lawrence Kohlberg on 
ethical community and 
ethical relationships, 
and certain subject-object 
problems in ethics. 

• Feminist (tries to defend 
women from being 
considered unethical)



Lev Vygotsky

• Lev Vygotsky was a 
Soviet 
developmental psycholo
gist, a brilliant man 
known for developing 
several major theories 
including Zone of 
Proximal Development 
andSociocultural 
Theory



Clark Hull

Hull conducted 
research 
demonstrating that his 
theories could predict 
and control behavior.

Did much work with 
the Drive Theory. 



Robert Sternberg

• Created the Triarchic Theory of 
Intelligence.

• Taking practical experience with 
highly intellectual people, who aren't 
exactly successful in life, into 
consideration Sternberg describes 
three different kinds of intelligence in 
his model:
– Analytical thinking which focuses 

on planing, monitoring, reflection, 
and transfer. 

– Creative thinking which focuses on 
developing, applying new ideas, and 
creating solutions. 

– Practical thinking which focuses on 
selecting and shaping real-world 
environments and experiences



Gordon Allport

• Gordon Allport's theory of 
personality development
is one of the first 
humanistic theories. 

• Allport is known as a 
"trait" psychologist. One 
of his early projects was 
to go through the 
dictionary and locate 
every term that he 
thought could describe a 
person. 



Noam Chomsky

• Credited with the 
creation of the theory 
of generative 
grammar, considered 
to be one of the most 
significant 
contributions to the 
field of theoretical 
linguistics made in 
the 20th century. 



Martin Seligman

Developed the theory of 
“Learned Helplessness” 
which is condition of a 
human person or an animal 
in which it has learned to 
behave helplessly, even 
when the opportunity is 
restored for it to help itself by 
avoiding an unpleasant or 
harmful circumstance to 
which it has been subjected 



Howard Gardner

Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences. This 
means that not only do 
human beings have 
many different ways to 
learn and process 
information, but that 
these are independent of 
each other: leading to 
multiple "intelligences" 
as opposed to a general 
intelligence factor among 
correlated abilities. 



Edward Thorndike

• Famous for his Law of 
Effect. The Law of Effect 
states that a) Responses 
to a situation that are 
followed by satisfaction 
are strengthened; and b) 
Responses that are 
followed by discomfort 
are weakened. 

• Created the Puzzle Box 
for cats to prove his 
theory. 



Charles Spearman

• Came up with the 
theory of g (general 
intelligence). 

• Spearman’s factor 
analysis on 
intelligence. 



Paul Weschler

Weschler Adult Intelligence 
Scale (WASI)

• Intelligence quotient 
(IQ) tests are the 
primary clinical 
instruments used to 
measure adult and 
adolescent 
intelligence 

• Average is 100

• Bell Curve



John Bowlby

• John Bowlby was a 
British psychologist 
perhaps best known for 
developing attachment 
theory. His research on 
attachment and child 
development left a lasting 
impression on 
psychology, education, 
child care and parenting.



Hans Eysenck

• He is best 
remembered for 
his work on 
intelligence and 
personality (Big 
5), although he 
worked in a wide 
range of areas 
within psychology



Hermann von Helmholtz

• In psychology, he is 
known for his 
mathematics of the eye, 
theories of vision, ideas 
on the visual 
perception of space, color 
vision research, and on 
the sensation of tone, 
perception of sound, and 
empiricism in the 
physiology of perception



Richard Lazarus

• Lazarus (1991) defines 
emotions according to 
'core relational themes' 
which are intuitive 
summaries of the 'moral 
appraisals' (e.g. of 
relevance, goal 
conduciveness) involved 
in different emotions. 
These themes help define 
both the function and 
eliciting conditions of the 
emotion. a goal.

• They include:

• Anger - a demeaning offense 
against me and mine.

• Fear - facing an immediate, 
concrete, and overwhelming 
physical danger.

• Sadness - having experienced 
an irrevocable loss.

• Disgust - taking in or being too 
close to an indigestible object 
or idea (metaphorically 
speaking).

• Happiness - making 
reasonable progress toward 
the realization of



Robert Yerkes

• Yerkes was a pioneer in 
the study both of human 
and primate intelligence 
and social behavior of 
gorillas and 
chimpanzees. 

• Along with John Dodson, 
Yerkes developed the 
Yerkes-Dodson law 
relating arousal to 
performance.



Paul Broca

• Discovered that the  
production of 
language has been 
linked to the Broca’s 
area (obviously 
named after his 
discovery of this 
particular area)



Carl Wernicke

• Part of the cerebral 
cortex that is 
important for 
understanding of 
written and spoken 
language. 

• Named after Carl 
Wernicke



Alfred Binet

• French psychologist 
and developer of the 
first usable
intelligence test, the 
basis of today's IQ 
test. (later adopted in 
the U.S.)



LewisTerman

• Educational 
psychologist

• Developed the 
Stanford Binet IQ test 
used in America



Elizabeth Kubler-Ross

Created the five 
stages of grief (on 
death and dying)

1. Denial

2. Anger

3. Bargaining

4. Depression

5. Acceptance



Ernst Heinrich Weber

• Considered a founder of 
experimental psychology.

• Discovered that the just-
noticeable difference (jnd) 
of the change in a 
stimulus's magnitude .

• Noted for his discoveries 
in anatomy, in particular 
that of the existence of a 
rudimentary uterus in 
male mammals 



Benjamin Spock (1903-1998)
• He believed that a 

permissive approach to 
child rearing, rather than a 
strict one, would result in 
successful, well-adjusted 
adults.

• He encouraged parents to 
be loving, flexible and 
supportive

• Wrote book “Baby and 
Child Care”









Leon Festinger

• Cognitive Dissonance

• In the field of 
psychology, cognitive 
dissonance is the 
mental discomfort 
experienced by a 
person who 
simultaneously holds 
two or more 
contradictory beliefs, 
ideas, or values.







1.  A Class Divided – Robbers 
Cave Experiment

• Blue-eyed vs 
Brown-eyed 
children

• People should not 
be judged based 
on outward 
appearances.

Though the experiment seems simple and 
perhaps harmless, it would still be considered 

unethical today because Sherif used deception as 
the boys did not know they were participating in a 

psychological experiment. Sherif also did not 
have informed consent from participants.



2.  Conformity Study

• Solomon Asch

• A groundbreaking 
study that was 
designed to 
evaluate a 
person’s likelihood 
to conform to a 
standard when 
there is pressure to 
do so.

Asch used deception in his experiment without 
getting informed consent from his participants, 

so his study could not be replicated today.



3.  BoBo Doll Experiment

• Albert Bandura 
conducted the 
Bobo Doll 
Experiment to 
prove that human 
behavior is largely 
based upon social 
imitation rather 
than inherited 
genetic factors.



4.  Car Crash Experiment

• Loftus and Palmer set out 
to prove just how 
deceiving memories can 
be. The 1974 Car Crash 
Experiment was designed 
to evaluate whether 
wording questions a 
certain way could 
influence a participant’s 
recall by twisting their 
memories of a specific 
event.



5.  Cognitive Dissonance

• The concept of cognitive 
dissonance refers to a 
situation involving 
conflicting attitudes, 
beliefs or behaviors. This 
conflict produces an 
inherent feeling of 
discomfort leading to a 
change in one of the 
attitudes, beliefs or 
behaviors to minimize or 
eliminate the discomfort 
and restore balance.



6. Fantz’s Looking Chamber

• Robert Lowell Fantz

• The researcher could 
now estimate an infant’s 
discriminatory and 
perceptual capability by 
showing different images 
in highly controlled 
situations



7. Hawthorne Effect

• The Hawthorne Effect 
came from a 1955 
study conducted by 
Henry Landsberger. 
This effect is a simple 
premise that human 
subjects in an 
experiment change 
their behavior simply 
because they are 
being studied.



8. Kitty Genovese Case

• What this case later 
become famous for is 
the “Bystander 
Effect,” which states 
that the more 
bystanders that are 
present in a social 
situation, the less 
likely it is that anyone 
will step in and help

The studies became progressively unethical by 
putting participants at risk of psychological harm



9. Learned Helplessness 
Experiment

• Described as learned 
helplessness, where 
a human or animal 
does not attempt to 
get out of a negative 
situation because the 
past has taught them 
that they are helpless.

The ethics of Martin Seligman’s experiments on 
learned helplessness would also be called into 

question today due to his mistreatment of 
animals.



10. Little Albert Experiment

• The hypothesis 
was that through a 
series of pairings, 
they could 
condition a nine-
month-old child to 
develop an 
irrational fear.

Albert was never desensitized to the phobias that 
Watson produced in him



11. Magical Number Seven

• Frequently referred 
to as “Miller’s 
Law,” the Magical 
Number Seven 
experiment 
purports that the 
number of objects 
an average human 
can hold in working 
memory is 7 ± 2.



12. Pavlov’s Dog Experiment

• Pavlov’s experiment 
with dogs turned out 
to be one of the most 
pivotal experiments in 
all of psychology. His 
findings on 
conditioning led to a 
whole new branch of 
psychological study.



13. Robbers Cave Experiment

• This experiment, 
which studied group 
conflict, is considered 
by most to be outside 
the lines of what is 
considered ethically 
sound.

• Prejudice and conflict 
resolution

• Lord of the Flies?



14. Ross’ False Consensus 
Effect Study

• Focused on how people 
can incorrectly conclude 
that others think the same 
way they do, or form a 
“false consensus” 
about the beliefs and 
preferences of others. 
Ross conducted the study 
in order to outline how the 
“false consensus effect” 
functions in humans.



15. The Schacter and Singer 
Experiment on Emotion

• Their study 
illustrates the 
importance of how 
people interpret 
their physiological 
states, which form 
an important 
component of your 
emotions.



16. Selective Attention / Invisible 
Gorilla Experiment

• The study found 
that the majority of 
the subjects did not 
notice the gorilla at 
all, proving that 
humans often 
overestimate their 
ability to effectively 
multi-task



17. Stanford Prison Study

• Although the experiment 
was conducted very 
unethically, many 
psychologists believe that 
the findings showed how 
much human behavior is 
situational and that 
people will conform to 
certain roles if the 
conditions are right.



We all have some capacity for evil

Much research has shown that participants in 
psychological experiments are highly motivated 

to do what they believe the researchers want 
them to do. Any characteristics of an experiment 

that let research participants guess how the 
experimenters expect or want them to behave are 
referred to as demand characteristics. In any valid 
experiment it is essential to eliminate or at least 

minimize demand characteristics. In this 
experiment, the demands were everywhere.



18. Stanley Milgram Experiment

• This experiment 
showed that 
humans are 
conditioned to 
obey authority and 
will usually do so 
even if it goes 
against their 
natural morals or 
common sense.

Had the shocks existed and been at the voltage 
they were labeled, the majority would have 

actually killed the “learner” in the next room. 
Having this fact revealed to the participant after 

the study concluded would be a clear example of 
psychological harm.



19. Surrogate Mother 
Experiment

• This experiment 
showed that love, 
as demonstrated 
by physical body 
contact, is a more 
important aspect of 
the parent-child 
bond than the 
provision of basic 
needs.

Harlow’s experiments ceased in 1985 due to 
APA rules against the mistreatment of animals as 

well as humans



20. The Good Samaritan 
Experiment

• Previous studies have failed 
to find a link between 
personality traits and the 
likelihood of helping others 
in an emergency. However, 
changes in the # of people 
present did have a big effect 
on behavior.

• The amount of "hurriness" 
induced in the subject had a 
major effect on helping 
behavior



21. The Halo Effect Experiment

• The Halo Effect states that 
people generally assume that 
people who are physically 
attractive are more likely to be 
intelligent, friendly, and display 
good judgment
– Lecture videos

– The interesting thing about this 
study is that people can understand 
the phenomenon, but they are 
unaware when it is occurring. 
Without realizing it, humans make 
judgments and even when it is 
pointed out, they may still deny that 
it is a product of the halo effect 
phenomenon.



22. The Marshmallow Test

• Walter Mischel of 
Stanford University set 
out to study whether 
deferred gratification can 
be an indicator of future 
success.

• In follow-up studies, 
Mischel found that those 
who deferred gratification 
were significantly more 
competent than their 
peers



23. The Monster Study

• University of Iowa • The Monster Study 
received this negative title 
due to the unethical 
methods that were used 
to determine the effects 
of positive and negative 
speech therapy on 
children.

• Two groups [positive & 
negative groupings]

• Significance of positive 
reinforcement in 
education.

This study would never pass with a contemporary 
review board.



24. Violinist at the Metro 
Experiment

• An interesting study was 
conducted by the staff of 
the Washington Post to test 
how observant people are 
of what is going on around 
them.
– Grammy-winning musician, 

Joshua Bell

– Many of us are not nearly as 
perceptive to our 
environment as we might like 
to think.



25. Visual Cliff Experiment

• Psychologists Eleanor 
Gibson & Richard Walk 
set out to study depth 
perception in infants.

• What this study helped 
demonstrate is that depth 
perception is likely an 
inborn train in humans.



26.  Change Blindness

• In 1998, researchers from Harvard 
and Kent State University targeted 
pedestrians on a college campus 
to determine how much people 
notice about their immediate e 
environments 

– The experiment was one of the first to illustrate 
the phenomenon of “change blindness,” 
which shows just how selective we are about 
what we take in from any given visual scene —
and it seems that we rely on memory and 
pattern-recognition significantly more than we 
might think.



27. We’re easily corrupted by 
power.

• 2003 • There’s a psychological reason 
behind the fact that those in power 
sometimes act towards others with a 
sense of entitlement and disrespect.

• “When researchers give people 
power in scientific experiments, they 
are more likely to physically touch 
others in potentially inappropriate 
ways, to flirt in more direct fashion, 
to make risky choices and gambles, 
to make first offers in negotiations, 
to speak their mind, and to eat 
cookies like the Cookie Monster, 
with crumbs all over their chins and 
chests,”



28. We only need one thing to 
be happy.

• Longest longitudinal study

• The 75-year Harvard Grant study —one 
of the most comprehensive longitudinal 
studies ever conducted — followed 268 
male Harvard undergraduates from the 
classes of 1938-1940 (now well into 
their 90s) for 75 years, regularly 
collecting data on various aspects of 
their lives. The universal conclusion? 
Love really is all that matters, at least 
when it comes to determining long-term 
happiness and life satisfaction.



29. We thrive when we have strong 
self-esteem and social status

• Academy Award-winning 
actors and directors tend 
to live longer than those 
who were nominated but 
lost, with winning actors 
and actresses outliving 
their losing peers by 
nearly four years.

• It suggests that an 
internal sense of self-
esteem is an important 
aspect to health and 
health care.”



30. We buy into stereotypes in 
a big way.

• Stereotyping various groups of 
people based on social group, 
ethnicity or class is something nearly 
all of us do, even if we make an effort 
not to — and it can lead us to draw 
unfair and potentially damaging 
conclusions about entire populations.

• “When we use stereotypes, we take 
in the gender, the age, the color of 
the skin of the person before us, and 
our minds respond with messages 
that say hostile, stupid, slow, weak. 
Those qualities aren’t out there in the 
environment. They don’t reflect 
reality.”





31.  Piano Stairs

• A Volkswagen initiative called The Fun 
Theory is setting out to prove that 
people’s behavior can be changed 
for the better by making mundane 
activities fun. In a recent experiment, 
they set up musical piano steps on 
the staircase of a Stockholm, 
Sweden subway station to see if more 
people would be more willing to 
choose the healthier option and take 
the stairs instead of the escalator. 
That day, 66 percent more people 
took the stairs than usual, proving 
that fun is the best way to get people 
to change their ways.



32. Carlsberg Social Experiment

• In this hilarious advertisement 
turned social experiment, 
unsuspecting couples walked 
into a 150-seat movie theater 
filled with 148 bad-ass bikers 
and discovered that the only 
two empty seats were smack-
dab in the middle.

• Would you leave knowing your 
life would still be intact or trek 
your way to the middle of the 
theater and risk offending one 
of those intimidating guys? 
Just another reason why 
people shouldn’t judge based 
on appearances.



33.  Missing Child Experiment

• People often fail to notice their 
surroundings, an idea that was put to 
the test during a missing child 
experiment. A flier with information 
and a picture about a “missing child” 
was posted on the doors of a busy 
store. Some people stopped to study 
the flier while others merely glanced 
at it or didn’t look at all. What all of 
these people had in common that 
they were completely oblivious of the 
fact that the girl on the flier was 
standing right in front of the store. 
This experiment demonstrates that 
humans tend to overlook a lot of the 
things around them.



34.  Contagious Yawning

• Everyone knows yawns can be 
contagious, but did you know dogs 
are capable of “catching” yawns 
too? A recent study conducted at the 
University of London found that 72 
percent of dogs caught yawns after 
watching a person yawn. On 
average, it took the dogs 99 
seconds to yawn and the dogs’ ages 
and genders did not affect yawning. 
Although why this happens remains 
a mystery, researchers think it may 
have something to do with a dog’s 
“capacity for empathy.”



35.  Identical Twins

• For centuries, identical twins have 
fascinated psychologists. Multiple 
studies have been conducted in 
an effort to prove the existence of 
a psychic connection between 
them. In one experiment, TV 
personality Derren Brown tries to 
show that identical twins’ possess 
extrasensory communication 
skills. Whether or not a psychic 
connection really exists, the twins’ 
similar responses to sensory 
stimuli indicate that shared genes, 
upbringings, and life experiences 
may cause twins to develop 
similar thought processes.



36. Free Hugs  
• We’ve all experienced bad days. 

Sometimes, a hug is all that we need to 
feel better. A man who called himself 
Juan Mann decided to conduct a social 
experiment of his own to test this 
theory. He stood in a busy area of 
Sydney, Australia holding a sign that 
read “Free Hugs” and set out on a 
mission to spread joy in his hometown. 
His “Free Hugs” campaign elicited a 
tremendous response only to be 
banned by the police. But in an inspiring 
twist, over 10,000 people signed a 
petition to keep the campaign going, 
sending a hopeful message that 
humanity can be found even in this age 
of impersonal media and technology.



37. Candid Camera Elevator 
Social Experiment

• Candid Camera Elevator Social 
Experiment Smile! You’re on 
Candid Camera. This clip reveals 
what happens when innocent 
bystander falls victim to a 
collective behavior experiment. 
The video shows the comical 
reactions to deviant social 
behavior in an elevator. Like most 
people, they conformed to the 
behavior of the group, even 
though they had no idea what 
was happening, revealing that 
individuals will always try to fit in 
even if they don’t understand the 
behavior of the group.
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